
OPEN LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY 

In the days since we posted this story, we’ve received phone calls, emails and social media messages 

expressing concern about our coverage of the death of Reggie Lovett.  We value all feedback – even if 

critical – as it helps ensure we are doing the best job we can to serve the community. 

We understand why some believe it was not relevant and insensitive to Mr. Lovett's family to include his 
past criminal conviction in our article.  We take our responsibility seriously to cover our community 
fairly, accurately and with compassion.  
  
Our editors made the decision to include the reporter’s background research because of the prominent 
news coverage the incident garnered in the Gainesville community in 2017 and 2018. Mr. Lovett's 
identity was already partially defined by his role in the drive-by shooting that wounded a group of 
Gainesville teenagers after a high school football game. We would not have otherwise included 
information about someone's lesser criminal history in a news obituary or article about their death. 
  
As our reporting continued late Wednesday and Thursday, we reached out to the family and were able 
to update our news article to include more information from Mr. Lovett's sister that provided further 
details about him and his life, including about his children, a new fiancée, her description of recent 
changes in her brother and efforts she said he was making to move forward. 
  
These additional reporting efforts continued over 36 hours and allowed us to obtain a photograph of 
Mr. Lovett that his family gave us permission to publish, which replaced the Department of Corrections 
photograph we initially used.  
  
As a news organization, it’s our duty to seek truth and report consequential events for our community, 
revealing relevant and contextual background details about the subjects of our reporting with a fair 
degree of immediacy.    
  
This reporting and the community response have led to productive and insightful conversations among 
our senior editors and members of our community. We always strive to do better. 
  
As a news organization – especially one where our mission is to teach future journalists – we’re going to 
examine our practices and engage further dialogue with community stakeholders to ensure we’re 
setting the standards for excellence in our profession.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Denise Vickers 
News Director 
WUFT News 


